INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS

1.    COST OF LIVING
Living expenses are estimated to be approximately 550 euro per month to cover sufficiently basic living costs taking into account food, public transport and entertainment. The money spent depends on individual lifestyle. A rough distribution of expenses is listed below:

Food:
Meal at the institution’s restaurant: 2.20€

Prices of basic goods at a supermarket:
Bread: 0.80€/500gr
Milk: 1.20/lt

Transportation/Commuting:
Bus ticket from the city to the campus: 0.60€ (reduced fee for students)
Average price per month: 24.00€

Entertainment:
Cinema ticket: 5.00€
Coffee: 2.50€
Beer: approx. 5.00€
Drinks: 6.00€-8.00€

In Greece the banks are open from 08:00-14:30 Monday to Friday. It is possible to withdraw money from cash machines (ATMs) using credit cards such as Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, etc.


2.    MEALS
All students can have three meals per day at the restaurants of the Institution for the price of 2.20 euros per meal. All campuses have restaurants and canteens where students and staff can buy snacks and beverages.

3.    MEDICAL FACILITIES
The students studying at our institution are provided with health service by health centers and public hospitals. In order to benefit from health services, the students are required to have obtained the European Health Insurance Card from their country. 
A psychologist is available for advice and support to students at the campus of Kozani.

4.    FACILITIES FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS
There are ramps and lifts for students with mobility problems in all of the campuses of the University of Western Macedonia. There are provisions for students with special needs by utilizing Information and Communication Technologies.

5.    INSURANCE
Students coming from the European Union are entitled to medical services so long as they have a valid European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) covering the entire study period. This card is issued by the National Health Insurance Provider of the students’ home country. Students should apply for the EHIC prior to their departure from their country so as to have it with them upon entering Greece. Please refer to the EHIC website for information on how to get the card in your country.
Students coming from countries outside the EU (e.g. Turkey) must make arrangements for private health insurance prior to their journey, which must cover medical treatment and hospitalization for the entire study period. The health insurance contract must be in English; if the insurance company does not issue the contract in English, the students must have it officially translated into English or Greek.

6.    FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS
All students in public HEIs who have a valid student card are entitled to free books and learning material, as well as reduced ticket prices for all means of transport, theatres, cinemas, museums and archaeological sites.

7.    STUDENTS AFFAIRS OFFICE
Students can address to the registrar’s office of their department for administrative matters and to designated members of the teaching staff (academic counselors) for educational affairs and counseling support.

8.    LEARNING FACILITIES
The University of Western Macedonia has a modern infrastructure that covers the academic and educational needs of lecturers, students and staff.
There are amphitheaters, lecture rooms and fully equipped laboratories that cover the needs of all study programmes offered by the institution. 
The institution has libraries in all its campuses. Each library has a wide range of books and scientific publications and is well equipped with computers that provide access to online catalogues.

9.    INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES
The University of Western Macedonia is involved in the Erasmus exchange programme. The programme is run by the Erasmus Office.
Erasmus Office Web Page: https://erasmus.uowm.gr/en/

10.    PRACTICAL INFORMATION FOR MOBILE STUDENTS
International students are provided with all the practical and educational assistance they need by the Erasmus Office before and after their arrival to Greece. The practical information such as information about the region of Western Macedonia, accommodation, etc. is accessible on the web page of the Erasmus Office.

11.    LANGUAGE COURSES
All courses taught at our institution are described in the course catalogue. All courses are primarily taught in Greek and a large number of them are offered in English for incoming Erasmus students upon request. Information on which of the courses are offered in English may be found on the description of the individual course units in the course catalogue, as well as on the website of the Erasmus Office.
The institution provides Greek language courses for incoming mobile participants. Said courses are provided upon request of the incoming applicants. The courses are taught by qualified Greek language teachers. The courses help students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Greek language and culture. On successful completion of the language course, students are awarded 2 ECTS credits which are included in their transcript of records.

12.    INTERNSHIPS
Our institution accepts local and international students to carry out their internships for period of two to six months.

13.    SPORTS AND LEISURE FACILITIES
The University of Western Macedonia has sports facilities which include fully equipped gyms, tennis and basketball courts, and football fields.
Cultural events, such as concerts, exhibitions and artistic performances are held regularly at the premises of the institution.

14.    STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS
Student Council:
The Student Council aims to protect the rights of the students enrolled in the University of Western Macedonia conveying the students’ expectations and wishes to administrative bodies by building effective communication between the administration and the students of our institution. The Student Council can convey the problems of the students to the Academic Board (Senate) through its representative.

Erasmus Student Network:
There is an official ESN sector at our institution that deals with exchange students, providing assistance to incoming and outgoing students. More specifically, it
•    works to improve the social and practical integration of international students
•  represents the needs and rights of international students on the local, national, and international level
•    provides relevant information about mobility programmes.
Students may, also, participate in various clubs and teams coordinated by members of the academic community with relevant knowledge and experience.

Student Clubs:
· Drama Club
· Modern & Traditional Dance Club
· Music Club
· Photography Club
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Radio-Journalism Club
· Hyperion robotics team
· Typhoon motoracing team 
· Dedalos racing team

